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Giorgio	La	Pira	lay	dominican	
	
1904	Pozzallo	(Sicily)	-	1977	Florence	

1926	 	 	 	 	Florence	-	professor	Roman	law	
1946	 	 	 	 	Poli8cal	engagement	-		Italian	Cons8tu8on	
1951-	1965	 	 	mayor	of	Florence	
1965-1977	 	 	promotor	of	peace	and	human	rights		



1.	In	the	footsteps	of	Francis	of	Assisi		



2.	Prophe5c	reading	of	5me	(FT	chapter	I)	

•  ”…an	increasing	massified	world	that	promotes	
individual	interests	and	weakens	the	communitarian	
dimension	of	life."	(FT	12)		

•  Invita8on	to	hope	
– We	began	to	realize	that	our	lives	are	interwoven	
with	and	sustained	by	ordinary	people	valiantly	
shaping	the	decisive	events	of	our	shared	
history...”	(FT	54)		



•  Apocalip8c	ridge	of	
history		

•  in	spe	contra	spem	



3.	Poor	people’s	expecta5ons		
	
•  "What	do	poor	people	(the	unemployed	and	the	
needy	in	general)	expect?	The	answer	is	clear:	a	
government	with	a	single	objec8ve,	in	a	certain	
sense,	structured	organically	with	this	in	mind:	the	
organic	fight	against	unemployment	and	poverty.	
In	other	words,	a	government	seriously	aiming	
(through	the	applica8on	of	all	the	appropriate	
technical,	financial,	economic	and	poli8cal	devices)	
at	maximum	employment	and,	at	the	limit,	at	'full	
employment'"		



4.	Fraternity:	need	of	the	Gospel	and	of	
humanity	(FT	chapter	II)	

La	Pira	with	Aldo	Moro	and	Giuseppe	Dosse+	



5.	The	human	person	open	to	rela5onship	
	
"The	true	worth	of	the	different	countries	of	our	
world	is	measured	by	their	ability	to	think	not	
simply	as	a	country	but	also	as	part	of	the	larger	
human	family.	This	is	seen	especially	in	8mes	of	
crisis"	(FT	141)		
	





•  "The	person	has	his	own	inner	freedom	and	
expresses	himself	in	many	communi8es	that	
are	like	concentric	circles,	which	start	from	
man,	pass	through	the	family,	integrate	into	
the	'city',	into	the	na8on;	they	reach	the	
whole	family	of	na8ons:	the	person	who	
expands...	The	drae	cons8tu8on	had	this	
dominant	thought:	the	concept	of	the	person	
who	expresses	himself	in	many	growing	
communi8es,	which	integrate	him	without	
oppressing	him"		(La	Pira)	



6.	Social	func5on	of	property	(FT	chapter	III)		

•  “The	right	to	private	property	can	only	be	
considered	a	secondary	natural	right,	derived	
from	the	principle	of	the	universal	des8na8on	
of	created	goods”	(FT	120)		

•  Ac8ons	of	La	Pira	as	mayor	of	Florence	



7.	Local	and	global.	Between	city	and	world	



•  "Each	city	and	each	civilisa8on	is	organically	
linked,	by	means	of	an	in8mate	connec8on	
and	exchange,	to	all	the	other	ci8es	and	all	
the	other	civilisa8ons:	they	all	form	together	a	
single	great	organism.	Each	for	all	and	all	for	
each"		
–  (opening	speech	at	the	mee8ng	of	the	mayors	of	
the	capital	ci8es	in	Florence	in	1955)		



La	Pira	with	Taha	Hussein	(Egypt)	



8.	War	impossible,	peace	inevitable	
“war	is	the	nega8on	of	all	rights	and	a	drama8c	
assault	on	the	environment	(FT	257)	
	
The	path	of	Jesaiah	
	



9.	Non-violence	as	a	method	

•  the	'non-violence	of	the	strong’		
•  "The	'new	fron8er'	of	history	is,	therefore,	
lucidly	indicated	by	Gandhi:	it	is	that	of	Isaiah	
himself,	that	of	the	'transforma8on	of	
weapons	into	ploughs'".		





Conclusion:	dream	and	responsibility	
	
"It	is	my	desire	that,	in	this	our	8me,	by	
acknowledging	the	dignity	of	each	human	person,	
we	can	contribute	to	the	rebirth	of	a	universal	
aspira8on	to	fraternity…		
Let	us	dream,	then,	as	a	single	human	family,	as	
fellow	travellers	sharing	the	same	flesh,	as	children	
of	the	same	earth	which	is	our	common	home,	
each	of	us	bringing	the	richness	of	his	or	her	beliefs	
and	convic8ons,	each	of	us	with	his	or	her	own	
voice,	brothers	and	sisters	all”.	(FT	8)		



"...the	peace	(and	disarmament)	of	peoples;	the	
(mul8ple)	unity	of	peoples;	the	(distribu8ve)	
jus8ce	of	peoples;	the	grace	(and	holiness	and	
beauty)	of	the	human	person	and	of	peoples.	Is	
all	this	a	dream?	No,	it	is	the	inevitable	task	that	
is	responsibly	entrusted	to	all	peoples	-	and	to	
each	one	-	precisely	at	this	turning	point	in	
history!"		
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